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For my Eagle Scout project I conducted an “urban canopy assessment” in conjunction with other 
volunteer groups for the village of Tuckahoe. An urban canopy assessment is an appraisal of the 
various trees in a suburban setting, and it involves acquiring several pieces of information about the 
trees including the type of tree, where the tree is located, the condition of the tree and whether there 
is any overhead wire interference or uprooted sidewalk damage. The carrying out of an urban 
canopy assessment has many benefits, including how to focus limited resources on the environment, 
improving long term management and health to maximize forest benefits, quantify the economic and 
environmental benefits of an urban forest and to beaut        mmunity.

The first part of my project was a presentation to the community about what an urban canopy 
assessment is, how to conduct one and the benefits of running an assessment.  One June 6th, 2009 
the project was presented at Eastchester Green Day, a celebration dedicated to raising awareness 
about environmental benefits, and pamphlets were distributed in addition to a poster board being 
presented providing the community with information about the urban canopy assessment.   

On September 20th, 2009, the second part of my project, the physical co   ction of the various pieces 
of information occurred in the Gifford Park section of Tuckahoe. About 20 scouts came out and were 
divided into three different groups, and over a period of about two hours collected the necessary 
information for the urban canopy assessment on over 70 trees.

The third part of my project was teaching First Class  mphasis to scouts at a troop meeting.  A first 
class requirement is to identify ten types of local trees and plants through collecting various leafs or 
needles, and before a troop meeting I reviewed and identified the types of plants with the young 
scouts. 

The benefits of my project were not immediate, but since the spring I have been able to notice the 
changes in the Gifford Park section of Tuckahoe. Trees that were reported as having problems, 
whether it was sidewalk damage, overhead wire interference or poor health have been removed, and 
a few more trees have been planted to help better the environment. Also, as a result of the urban 
canopy assessment, an extensive new “tree ordinance” was recently enacted by the mayor of 
Tuckahoe. The study yielded concerns about the “regulation and preservation of trees” because 
“Trees provide necessary shade, green space and aesthetic appeal; they impede soil erosion, inhibit 
excess runoff and flooding, reduce air pollution, aid in mitigating noise, and provide other 
environmental benefits.” 

For more information on the Tuckahoe Village’s new “tree ordinance” click this link è
https://www.tuckahoe.com/legalnotice-tree.aspx
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