
 

Boy Scout Troop 353 – Eastchester, NY  
Westchester – Putnam Council 

http://troop353.wordpress.com 
www.wpcbsa.org 

 
 

Michael Faggianelli (2006) – My Eagle Scout Project was to restore the 
commemorative plaque from 1913ce dedicating the Bronx River Parkway 
Reservation which is located at the southerly end of the Bronxville lake. 
 

If one were to take the walking path south, entering from Lake Avenue, Tuckahoe, 
staying on the east bank of the river, you will come upon the plaque roughly 150 
feet before the waterfall and foot bridge.  There it is to your left set into an 
outcropping or rock.  With counsel from County Legislator Vito Pinto and working 
with Commissioner Stout and John Condon, both of the Westchester County 
Parks, Recreation and Conservation Department, an actionable plan was devised. 
 

The objective was to beautify the plaque and the grounds in the immediate 
vicinity, to bring attention to it and thus promote and foster the public's 
understanding of the park’s history.  At the site we first removed the jetsam from 
the area.  Next we cleared non native undergrowth and piled it away with the 
addition of log and fallen tree limbs.  From said pile the Parks Department created 
wood chips which we then used to create an easy path up to the plaque.  Finally 
the plaque itself had to be cleaned.   
 

After much consideration, I decided on using tomato ketchup as a powerful, 
though environmentally-friendly, tarnish remover.  Applied with a paint brush, the 
ketchup was allowed to set for a couple of days.  On our return, and with the 
removal of the hardened yet pliable ketchup, we revealed the plaques intended 
golden bronze finish.   
 

From this project I did learn of an environmentally safe tarnish remover but, this is 
of little consequence in comparison to what I feel is the real reward in a project of 
its nature.  That prize, the true restoration was not so much of a bronze plaque, as 
it was of the metal from which I am made; my own growth as a person, 
augmenting self confidence; and in bolstering both individual and group 
relationships while organizing and leading them towards and achieving a mutually 
beneficial goal. 
 

For their support, I am so indebted to my family, the community, the scouts and 
the troop leadership.   
 
When we serve one another we create Heaven on Earth.  Semper Ad Altum! 
 


