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Napolitano grabs Fire Board 
seat in landslide win

By CHARLIE JOHNSON
STAFF REPORTER
charlie@hometwn.com

Jerry Napolitano 
won a seat on 
the Eastchester 
Board of Fire 
Commissioners 
Tuesday, unseat-
ing incumbent 
Eastchester Fire 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Keith Fennelly, 
the department’s 
former chief. 
Napolitano scored 
solid victories in 
every voting district in town in 
what turned out to be the largest-
turnout Fire Board election in a 
decade.

Napolitano took in 1,096 votes 
to Fennelly’s 318. David Levy, a 
third contender for the seat, trailed 
with 39 votes.

“It’s obvious that the voter turn-
out was the main message here,” 
said Napolitano after the vote to-
tals were announced. “That really 
sends a clear message of the public 
wanting to be involved.”

Napolitano, 46, has attended 
Fire Board meetings for the past 
three years on behalf of the Green 
Knolls/Greenvale Community 
Association and works as a so-
lutions architect in the govern-
ment and enterprise division of 
Motorola.

Each January, the Eastchester 
Fire Board designates one or two 
commissioners as the point-people 
for each aspect of the department’s 
activities. Napolitano said he 
would have to wait to find out what 
areas he is assigned before discuss-
ing his specific goals for the first of 
the year. But he said that the issue 
of transparency, a key topic in his 
campaign, will remain a priority as 
he takes office.

In addition to calling for im-
proved capital planning and bud-
geting within the fire district, 
Napolitano has advocated that the  
district set up a website and related 
email accounts for its employees 
and commissioners, who currently 
use only personal email addresses.

Recent Eastchester Fire Board 

Commissioner-elect Jerry 
Napolitano stands between 
commissioners Ray Albanese (left) 
and Dennis Winter, following the 
election Tuesday.   
Photo/Charlie Johnson

elections have been marked by ex-
tremely low turnouts, often attribut-
ed to state law that sets the election 
for all but a few fire districts during 
a short window in the afternoon 
and evening of the second Tuesday 
in December. In last year’s vote, 
which saw Commissioner Dennis 
Winter defeat challenger Bob Fois, 
only 675 voters - or 3.2 percent of 
the electorate - came out to cast 
their ballots.

In light of the district’s signifi-
cant budget, set at $14.97 million 
for 2012, many in the community 
have argued that the board should 
lobby Albany to move Eastchester’s 
election date to correspond with 
the November general election.

Turnout on Tuesday was more 
than double last year’s numbers, 
with a total of 1,453 residents 
of Eastchester, Tuckahoe and 
Bronxville casting their votes. It 
was the biggest showing since 
2000, when nearly 2,600 people 
came out in the election that saw 
George Mayer defeat Peter Iodice 
for the seat.

But the election date change 
was still on the minds of a number 
of those voters who made it out 
Tuesday evening. 

Speaking outside of the LeRoy 
Gregory American Legion Post in 

NAPOLITANO, continued on page 12

A Christmas wish
On Saturday, Santa Claus came down from the North Pole 

to visit Gazebo Park in Eastchester for the third annual 
“Santa Stop.” For more, see page 8.

David Nash, 4, gets a treat from Santa Saturday inside the gazebo. David said he asked  
Santa for “a space station” for Christmas. Photo/Charlie Johnson

Tuckahoe School Board rejects union contract
By CHARLIE JOHNSON
STAFF REPORTER
charlie@hometwn.com

In an unusual move brought on 
by unusual timing, the Tuckahoe 
School Board unanimously voted 
on Monday to formally reject a 
new contract agreement, reached 
by negotiators and union leaders in 
the spring.

The contract was  agreed upon 

by the Civil Service Employees 
Association (CSEA) bargaining 
unit and the district’s negotiating 
team in the late spring, just before 
two new board members and a new 
interim superintendent took their 
posts.

The 0-5 vote by the board of-
ficially took off of the table an 
agreement on a new contract ap-
proved unanimously by the CSEA 

in a May 23 meeting of the union 
and signed by former Tuckahoe 
Superintendent of Schools Michael 
Yazurlo just a couple of months 
before his August retirement.

The agreement was presented to 
the board in June, but the trustees 
opted not to act on the contract at 
the time, given the fact that two 

CSEA, continued on page 13

Elderly man injured in Tuckahoe house fire
By CHARLIE JOHNSON
STAFF REPORTER
charlie@hometwn.com 

A Tuckahoe man was injured 
Dec. 9 in an early morning fire at 
his residence.

David Verner, 79, was hospital-
ized Friday for burns and smoke 
inhalation after a close call with a 
major blaze that erupted at his 291 
Marbledale Road home where he 
lived by himself.

At 3:20 a.m. Friday, Tuckahoe 
Police received a 911 call from 
Verner’s next-door neighbor re-
porting the fire and the fact that 
Verner was trapped on an elevated 
back porch as the fire whipped 
through the house.

When Tuckahoe Police offi-
cers Vincent Pinto and Francisco 
Ramirez responded, they found the 
home engulfed in flames and used 
a ladder from a neighbor’s yard to 

rescue Verner from the porch.
The officers administered medi-

cal aid to Verner until Eastchester 
firefighters and an ambulance ar-
rived, at which point Verner was 
transported to Jacobi Medical 
Center in the Bronx.

By that point, firefighters had be-
gun battling the flames, which had 
devastated the home. “The flames 

FIRE, continued on page 13
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Lawmakers, county executive amicably 
present Westchester’s 2012 budget

By PAIGE RENTZ
STAFF REPORTER
paige@hometwn.com

Well, maybe they can all just get along.
After two years of divisive budget politics in the years following his election, County 

Executive Rob Astorino (R) joined county legislators from both sides of the aisle last week 
when they presented a final negotiated budget after a marathon of give and take from both 
sides. This was, of course, before the county executive issued his vetoes to the budget 
Wednesday; most of these will likely be overridden by the board’s Democratic supermajor-
ity before the budget is due Dec. 27.

The legislators’ $1.7 billion budget restores several program cuts made by Astorino, in-
cluding funding to three neighborhood health centers, six county-owned nature centers, and 
the No. 76 bus line, also known as the Rye-Port Chester Loop.

In all, the board restored 187 of the 210 jobs cut in Astorino’s spending plan. But both 
Board of Legislators Chair Ken Jenkins (D) and Astorino were clear that they believed prog-
ress needed to be made in earnest in negotiations with the county’s unions. “I think we’re 
all on board with this,” Astorino said. “There are going to county will have to pay the state 
for pension contributions, with the remaining $30 million to be bonded and repaid over the 
next 10 years.

“Westchester County’s never borrowed to pay for operating expenses,” he said, indicating 
that the move could lead down a slippery slope. Rogowsky said he would have voted for the 
budget if the legislators had decided to raise taxes to pay for the pensions, even if only as far 
as a state mandated tax cap would have allowed.

The cooperative message from the two branches is a far cry from last year’s budget cycle, 
in which fingers pointed back and forth and blame thrown at the other side throughout the 
media. Astorino accused the legislators of injecting “phony” revenues into the budget to 
maintain an artificially-low increase. Legislators said Astorino was slashing the county’s 
social safety net at a time that demand for help was up and particularly took issue with his 
cuts to items such as mental health clinics and daycare subsidies.

But election season is over in the county until 2013, and this time around, said Astorino, 
“we talked, we listened, we compromised. There were times when we thought there were not 
going to be deals, and then there were times when agreed that we would have a deal.” In the 
end, he said, there were still items for which the parties would have to agree to disagree.

One of the items the county executive singled out as a concern for him was the restoration 
of funding to the community health centers. “We’ve cut back our own health department,” 
he said, “but we continue to fund a non-mandated contract with three neighborhood health 
centers.”
–With reporting by CHRISTIAN FALCONE and CHARLIE JOHNSON

PET RESCUE

Jeter (pictured) and Tex have grown into super handsome Maine Coon-mix kit-
tens, which are hard to tell apart, with the tufts of hair behind their ears special to the 
breed. Also true to the Maine Coon type, these two brothers are large for their age (about 
4-5 months old) and have thick, gorgeous fur with fabulous fluffy tails. Their coats shim-
mer and shine in shades of grey through black with beautiful platinum undercoats that 
are simply striking. These two proud kittens love to prance around with their full, fluffy 
tails held high when they are getting attention. Jeter and Tex are sweet, affectionate, 
and love to be held. Both cats are curious and playful with great personalities. They 
get along well with other cats, and dogs, too and simply purr constantly. Neutered and 
in excellent health, the adoption donation for each is $75, or $150 for the two. The 
organization would prefer to adopt them together, but they can be adopted separately. 
To meet these special kitties, contact Larchmont Pet Rescue at (914) 834-6955 or visit 
www.NY-PetRescue.org.   
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CommunityBRIEFS
Volunteer in a homework help 
program at a library near you

The Westchester Library System (WLS) 
is seeking volunteers interested in helping 
children or teens tackle homework assign-
ments, build academic skills, and use online 
resources. Scheduling and library locations 
are fl exible. Previous experience is not nec-
essary. Volunteers will receive training and 
ongoing support.

Requirements:

• A smile, patience and welcoming 
demeanor

• Reading, writing and/or math skills 

• Knowledge in academic subject areas is 
helpful, but not required

• Ability to make a minimum commitment 
of 2 – 3 hours per week after school 
hours and/or on Saturdays for a period 
of at least three months

To apply or for more information, con-
tact Francine Vernon in the Community 
Connections Department of the Westchester 
Library System at (914) 231-3242, or email 
fvernon@wlsmail.org.

Junior League accepting 
discretionary fund applications

The Junior League of Bronxville (JLB) 
is currently seeking grant applications from 
tax-exempt nonprofi t corporations working 
within the service area of the JLB, which 
includes Bronxville, Eastchester, Mount 
Vernon, Tuckahoe, and Yonkers.

Grants should be for an immediate and 
specifi c need in the community, and will not 

be made for general operating support. While 
all grant requests will be accepted and consid-
ered, the JLB has approved a vision dedicated 
to alleviating hunger and improving nutrition 
in Southern Westchester, and especially wel-
comes requests that address those issues.

Help grandparents in need 
buy gifts for grandchildren

Many grandparents raising their grand-
children often lack the extra money to 
buy them holiday presents.

That’s where the Grandparents Coalition 
of Westchester County’s Department of 
Senior Programs and Services (DSPS) 
comes in.

Again this year, the coalition is looking 
for sponsors – including caring individu-
als, social organizations and corporations 
– to buy a gift for a particular child or 
children. People age 55 and older who 
are caregivers for young relatives are 
eligible for the holiday gift program as 
well. Last year, the coalition was able to 
provide gifts to 125 children. For some 
children, that was the only present they 
received.

Contact program administrator Corina 
Sonara for more information about the co-
alition or to join at (914) 813-6393 or send 
her an email at cdd2@westchestergov.
com.

To make a financial contribution, write 
to Sonara by Dec. 17 c/o:
The Westchester Public/Private Partnership 
for Aging Services
9 S. First Ave., 10th fl oor
Mount Vernon, N.Y. 10550

 West Center Congregational 
Church Christmas concert

West Center Congregational Church 
will host a special Christmas concert on 
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 2 p.m. “Friends at 
Christmas – Christmas Cheer” will feature 
the section leaders of West Center’s Chancel 
Choir – Catherine Forbes, soprano; Alayne 
Faraone, mezzo soprano; John Wasiniak, 
tenor and Russell Ashley, baritone. They 
will be accompanied on piano by Tyson 
Deaton, and on organ by Arnold Ostlund, Jr., 
music director at West Center. The program 
ranges from the traditional  “Bring a Torch, 
Jeannette Isabella,” “Carol of the Bells,” and 
“Do You Hear What I Hear,” to the original 
“Rachel’s Carol” and “Do You Believe in 
Christmas?” written by Russell Ashley. Pop 
and jazz tunes such as  “We Need a Little 
Christmas,” “Happy Christmas” and “Santa 
Baby” will also be featured. Additionally, 
Arnold Ostlund will play “Christmas Suite 
for Organ” by Gordon Young.

West Center Congregational Church 
is located at 101 Pondfi eld Road West in 
Bronxville.

Family programs at St. Paul’s 
Church National Historic Site

Children on vacation from school – as well 
as parents, adults and others – are invited 
to the family holiday program at St. Paul’s 
Church National Historic Site in Mount 
Vernon from Tuesday, Dec. 27 – Friday, Dec. 
30, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. The event features 
historic games, activities, tours, music and 
demonstrations. Parking and admission are 
free.

St. Paul’s Church National Historic Site is 
located at 897 S. Columbus Ave. in Mount 
Vernon. For more information, call (914) 
667-4116 or visit www.nps.gov/sapa.

Adoption informational 
in Rye Brook

This free event is open to anyone interested 
in or involved with the adoption process, in-
cluding professionals, community members, 

expectant parents, adoptive or prospective 
adoptive parents, and adoptees. Come learn 
about the domestic and international adop-
tion process and meet the staff of Forever 
Families Through Adoption (FFTA). FFTA 
is authorized in Connecticut and New York. 
No registration needed.

Monday, Jan. 30, 2012
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Crawford Park Mansion
122 N. Ridge St., Rye Brook

For more information, contact Vanessa at 
Forever Families Through Adoption, Inc. at 
(914) 939-1180 or email adopt@ForeverFa
miliesThroughAdoption.org.

Community Fund accepting 
grant applications

The Community Fund is currently accept-
ing 2012 grant applications from qualifi ed 
applicants for FY 2013. Applications must 
be received by Jan. 18, 2012 for consider-
ation.

The Community Fund of Bronxville 
Eastchester Tuckahoe, Inc.’s mission is to 
provide funding and support for local agen-
cies and nonprofi t groups serving the health, 
education and welfare needs of residents in 
the villages of Bronxville and Tuckahoe, the 
Town of Eastchester, and areas located in the 
10708 zip code. Funding is determined based 
on a number of factors including community 
needs, distribution of existing services, im-
pact on the community, population served, 
quality of administration/service, collabora-
tion and fi nancial condition.

For more information about the Community 
Fund’s annual grant application timetable, pol-
icies and procedures, visit thecommunityfund.
org or contact Melinda Burge at (914) 337-
8808 or at mburge@thecommunityfund.org.

Deadline for our Community Briefs sec-
tion is 12 p.m. every Friday. Though space 
is not guaranteed, we will do our best to 
accommodate your listings. Please send all 
items to news@hometwn.com. 

With honors
Lindsay Hanau of Bronxville, a junior at 

Westminster School in Simsbury, Conn., earned 
honors for the fall 2011 academic term.



December 16, 2011 • THE TOWN REPORT • 5

La Famiglia: The importance of the 
Italian-American family

Historically 
Speaking
with Eastchester Town Historian 
Richard Forliano

The picture shows Carmela Vacarro and her family when they celebrated her 80th birthday. 
The Vaccaro clan is one of the largest families in Eastchester and Scarsdale.  
Contributed photo

The Italians, who in the first three decades of the 20th century became the largest ethnic 
group in town, had their own unique ways of adjusting to an alien and often hostile culture. 
On the peninsula of Italy for over 15 centuries of domination by foreign conquerors and 
constant political upheaval, the Italian family was the one institution that survived intact.

The late Bartlett Giamatti, a former president of Yale University and commissioner of 
Major League Baseball, eloquently expressed the importance of family as a way that Italian 
Americans not only adjusted to American life, but also took full advantage of the opportuni-
ties open to them.

“The primacy of those for whom one worked, those whom are trusted, and those 
whom one cherished remained constant despite separation and struggle. In an im-
perfect world, it is the family, where one does not have to be on guard, where one 
finds support, that today reinforces the central place of the family in Italian American 
consciousness.”

In the United States, as it had been in Italy, the family was the strongest social unit. In 
1997, an 11-year-old girl in my seventh grade social studies class at Eastchester Middle 
School from a large Italian family that had lived in our community for decades placed the 
importance of family in much simpler language than the former president of Yale:

“There are many aspects of my life that are important to me: Being part of a loving fam-
ily, doing well in school, having lots of caring friends, and most important of all believing 
in God and myself…Being part of and spending time with family is something every person 
should do to get through life. No matter what the situation, coming home to a warm house 
filled with loving people is the most secure and comforting feeling.”

It is no accident that many of the descendants of Italians who moved here as many as six 
generations ago still live in or near Eastchester, Tuckahoe, and Bronxville.

Like the Irish before them, it was not easy for Italians who came to this country. The first 
Italian immigrants to this community were part of a male movement of single men living 
in encampments, hotels, boarding houses or inns, alone or without families. Salvatore and 
Emanuel Tavolilla were two of nine children that lived in Italy, but the family cheese busi-
ness could not support the entire family. A family friend in Tuckahoe promised them a job 
in a soda pop company.

Alfonso DePippo, a tailor, came to Tuckahoe in 1903. He never went back to Italy. That 
same year, his wife died in Italy, and he would send for six of his seven sons to join him. 
Luigi DiRienzo and his brother Gennaro in the same decade came to Tuckahoe and worked 
on the rebuilding of the Kensico reservoir.

Life was not easy for these men. Separated from their families by the Atlantic, they worked 
hard to save enough money to send for their loved ones to join them. Divorce among the first 
generation was virtually unknown. Desertion and illegitimacy remained low. Keeping their 
families strong was all-important in Italian culture.

Economic success came within reach for family members pulled in the same direction 
– like fingers on a hand. If children went out to work, they turned all their earnings over to 

their parents. Mothers would bring piecework home so they could be with their children. 
The mass of Italian immigrants respected education but had little of it: they know work and 
trusted it. None of Alfonso DePippo’s six sons went to school when they arrived in Tuckahoe. 
They all went to work in the construction trades and built homes on Morgan Street, west of 
the Waverly Square. The DePippo’s sent their children to the Eastchester schools.

Dr. Margaret Gotti, a former president of the Tuckahoe Board of Education, co-authored a 
book entitled “The Italian Heritage in Yonkers.” In the book, Dr. Gotti made some profound 
generalizations about the Italian American family.

“In the United States, as in Italy, the family was a tight-knit unit encompassing a wide 
range of relationships. In the traditional family, the father was the head of the household. 
Even employed children would turn over their entire earnings and receive allowances. The 
mother was regarded as the heart of the family and her main concern centered around the 
management of the home and the raising of the children.”

No barrier was too great for the Italian family to overcome. The difficulties of learning a 
foreign tongue, overcoming discrimination, poverty, crowded living conditions, and adjust-
ing to an alien culture were simply obstacles to overcome.

The pleasures of the extended family where grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins lived 
in the same quarters and/or in close proximity were many. Bartlett 
Giamatti described the structure of the Italian family beautifully:

“The mother dominated at home (like the Italian version of the 
Holy Family) but patriarchal in values and structure…The family 
was loathe to let its young go too far, too far away to college, too 
far away to church, too far away to work – too far from the village 
of the family.”

As time passed, the children of Italian immigrants would some-
times chafe from the insular nature of the Italian family. But the 
more functional and loving the family, the closer the attachments 
remained.

The experience of being an Italian American is the result of 
individual family histories and memories, as well as Italian-
American traditions, all filtered through when a family arrived in 
America, where it settled, who joined the family since and whether 
Italy continues to play a role in the individual’s life. Please email 
clancy5@optonline.net if you would like to share the experiences 
of your family.

This is the seventh in a series of articles on the Italians in our 
community. “Historically Speaking” runs bi-weekly. 
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Eastchester Scouts complete Twin Lakes Eagle Scout project
Recently, Matthew Stupple led his fellow 

Boy Scouts in completing a reconstructive 
makeover of the California Road entrance to 
the Twin Lakes Park in Eastchester. Stupple’s 
Eagle Scout leadership project included two 
phases: First, a corps of volunteers spent 
several afternoons laboring to remove the 
dense overgrowth and invasive vines that 
had overtaken the public space. The second 
and more intensive second phase spanned 
several weeks, and began with a successful 
campaign to secure the materials necessary 
to complete the makeover. 

Eastchester Town Supervisor Anthony 
Colavita and Highway Superintendent 
Hector DeLeo arranged for the delivery of 
soil adjuncts from the town’s leaf compost-
ing facility and several yards of wood chips 
to be used as ground cover. Nature’s Cradle 
Nursery was approached with the hope that 
they might be willing to donate a portion 
of the necessary specimen plants. To Matt 
Stupple’s surprise, Patrick Gasparro, the pro-
prietor of the local garden center, offered to 
supply every year. This generous donation 
has an estimated value of over $900.

Finally, Stupple oversaw his fellow scouts 
and their families who collectively donated 
over 150 hours of community service to level 
the area, prepare the soils, fill the newly-cre-
ated beds with the donated plants, as well as a 
variety of seasonal chrysanthemums for color. 

Matthew was mentored throughout his 
scouting career and quest for Eagle by former 
Troop 353 Scoutmaster Tom McCandless, 
who himself achieved the rank of Eagle Scout 
while a young man in Texas. (Submitted)

Eagle Scout Matthew Stupple recently completed a project in which 
he got a chance to makeover the California Road entrance to  
the Twin Lakes Park in Eastchester.

Matthew Stupple with an employee of Westchester county parks 
who approved the project. Contributed photos 
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Chamber holds 3rd annual Santa Stop

On Saturday, Santa Claus coupled his giving nature with ap-
parently a desire to support local businesses, coming down from the 
highest latitude to take part in the third annual Santa Stop, sponsored 
by the Eastchester-Tuckahoe Chamber of Commerce and the Town of 
Eastchester.

Santa spent the afternoon at Gazebo Park in Eastchester hearing gift 

requests from local children and posing for photos with young and old 
alike. The photos were taken by local photographer Joe Pregiato. Staff 
from the Eastchester Recreation Department managed a craft table, 
where the kids put together necklaces and picture frames for their Santa 
poses, and staff from the Eastchester Odyssey Diner donated and served 

David Nash, 4, gets a treat from Santa Saturday inside the gazebo. David said he asked Santa for “a space 
station” for Christmas. Photos/Charlie Johnson

hot chocolate to stave off the chilly weather.
Nancy Vickory, 47, came with her son to the Santa Stop event for the second year in a row 

and said that the (relatively) warmer weather at this year’s event was only one of the draws. 
“The crafts were really nice,” she said. “The kids all seem to be having a good time.” 

But in addition to fun holiday activities, the Santa Stop is also a way to promote the 
town’s businesses. Chamber members stuffed bags marked with the “Shop Local” logo with 
promotional items from local merchants, to encourage people to invest in their community 
during their holiday shopping and in the new year.

Chamber Past President Kathy Muscat said that though Santa is the biggest draw each 
year, the annual event is important as a way to support the local business community. “Our 
main goal is to do something for the community and hopefully keep people shopping lo-
cally,” said Muscat. “We want to keep the business in our town.”

-Reporting by CHARLIE JOHNSON

“Shop Local” bags fi lled with items promoting local businesses seen 
here at the Santa Stop event.

Members of the Eastchester-Tuckahoe Chamber of Commerce pose around the guest of 
honor at the group’s third annual Santa Stop.
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A delighted visitor greets one of the reindeer at Crestwood Holidayfest.

T he Crestwood Holidayfest was back this past Saturday at the corner of Columbus 
and Fisher avenues in Tuckahoe. The annual event, sponsored by the Generoso Pope 
Foundation, is a way to bring some holiday cheer to the Crestwood section of the 

village. It followed the elaborate Winterfest celebration in Depot Square, which took place 
the first weekend of the month.

This year’s Holidayfest featured musical entertainment, including singers, a saxophonist 
and DJs, as well as a brief visit from Santa, who gave out candy to local children. Crestwood 
also received an encore visit from two reindeer from a farm in Pine Bush, N.Y., who came 
to Tuckahoe earlier as part of Winterfest.

-Reporting by CHARLIE JOHNSON

Sam D’Amico (right) talks about the reindeer from Reindeer Run in Pine Bush, N.Y.  
Photos/Charlie Johnson

Joseph Nespolini (left) and Pietro Natale, of the Bronx-based Mystery DJs,  
crank up the holiday music in Crestwood.

‘Holidayfest’  
makes its way back to Crestwood
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The importance of Bronxville’s 
Citizen’s Advisory Committee 

In late November, the village’s Citizens’ 
Advisory Committee met for our quarterly meet-
ing. I must say of the innovations we have tried 
in the village in the past few years, forming this 
group of interested citizens is one of which I am 
most proud.

Dissuaded by some because of the fear that it would degenerate into a complaint 
bureau, it has proven to be just the opposite. The committee members, who are all 
self nominated and volunteered their services, have proven invaluable as they serve 
as the eyes and ears of the village in each of their neighborhoods. The committee is 
composed of two residents from each of our seven election districts as well as a few 
at-large members. They bring to the table issues and ideas – large and small – both 
particular to their neighborhood as well as more village-wide in scope.

Often, we have one of the village staffers attend, be it the police chief, village 
administrator or superintendent of public works to explain in detail the operations 
and concerns of their individual departments to give committee members a better 
understanding of the inter-workings of the village.

Then, each neighborhood rep shares their thoughts and concerns and we compile 
a “to do” list which we then parse out to the various department heads for evaluation 
and completion. Some ideas are long term, which are then kept in the hopper to do 
when time and money permits, while others are quick fi xes.

I will give you a fl avor of deliberations by synthesizing the comments made at our 
most recent meeting.

There were two overarching issues shared almost unanimously by the group. 
One was the concern that the village is underlit, especially in the business district. 
Members cited the increase in nighttime activity due to the number of restaurants, the 
vibrant movie theater, and resident patterns of working later in general that contribute 
to an increase in both the vehicular and pedestrian traffi c.

Working with the police department and public works, we are looking into adding 
light posts at some of our busiest intersections and stretches of roads.

Committee members also urged us to maximize the value of our small police force 
by fostering a closer connection with the residents through increased walking patrols, 
bike patrols and offi cers getting out of their cars when possible and meeting residents 
and merchants. They would also like to see more of what we call the “traffi c patrol” 
to monitor speeding, driving while texting as well as the completely frustrating habit 
of some drivers who cross the double yellow lines to park, especially on Pondfi eld 
Road. Unfortunately, our parking enforcement offi cers do not have the legal authority 
to intervene in traffi c violations they may see while walking their beat.

The decrease in extra police services was the result of budget tightening, but I 
would say the Citizens’ Advisory Committee members seemed to prioritize the use 
of their tax dollars fi rst to the police department and following closely behind, the 
services provided by our Public Works Department.

As a result of the committee’s impact, issues with Metro North have been ad-
dressed, the new traffi c light at Kraft Avenue has been re-timed to increase traf-
fi c fl ow; hedges and bushes were trimmed that obstructed driving site lines; village 
storefronts were neatened up; potholes were discovered and fi lled; dangerous trees 
removed or trimmed; and illegal parking addressed. Even though we are only one 
square mile, the village employees cannot see all corners of the village and most 
importantly, observe the day-to-day workings or non-working of some of our village 
assets.

And the truth be told, on some issues known to the village, the presence of the 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee galvanizes us to act on things that may have been put 
on the back burner.  A small case in point is the unattractive third of a telephone pole 
that dangles on a pole at the intersection of DeWitt and Paxton avenues. Thanks to 
resident prodding, we did the detective work to ascertain who owned the wires on 
this pole. Now, they will be re-routed and the pole will come down.

These may seem like small fi xes but collectively they have great value in keeping 
our village the attractive home it is. Also, by being alerted to potential issues before 
they become big problems, the village saves both time and taxpayer dollars on repair 
or remediation.

Having a group of dedicated residents who lend their time and expertise in such a 
positive way is further testament to the quality of our village and its citizens.

If you would be interested in joining our group now or at a future date, just email me 
at mayor@vobny.com. We particularly need a representative from Election District 
16. The following individuals currently serve on the committee if you would like to 
reach out to them with an issue or a suggestion. It really does take a village.

Mayor
Mary Marvin

BRONXVILLE TODAYBRONXVILLE TODAY

Gift giving can make ya sick
I don’t even remember who gave me the 

gift, but it was a square box, tightly wrapped. 
I was a kid, sitting on the fl oor near the 
Christmas tree at my grandparents’ house in 
Bridgeport, Conn. I clawed at the wrapping, 
scratched it, then tore it in fi ve different di-
rections to get inside.

Inside: a plain, heavy, non-descript box. Under the lid: an itchy only-in-the-
1980s wool turtleneck. I tossed aside the box into the mounds of torn wrapping 
paper, as if were quarantined away from the stacks of much cooler gifts like He-
Man and G.I. Joe action fi gures.

Christmas can be damaging to your ego. Just imagine my auntie or uncle who 
gave me that wool sweater. They went to a store, picked it out, perhaps consulted 
with my parents.

“What does little Mark need for Christmas?” auntie may have asked.
“Well, it’s cold out there and he doesn’t have any thick, itchy wool sweaters,” 

mom would have replied.
“Does he like turtlenecks?” auntie could have said.
“Of course, what child doesn’t love feeling choked when we dress them up?” 

mom could have said. “All children love heavy sweaters, turtlenecks, suspenders 
and bow ties.”

Poor auntie and uncle. They never had a chance. They walked in with high 
hopes of seeing their little nephew tear away the wrapping and then smile wide-
ly, looking up with big toddler eyes saying “thank you, thank you, thank you.” 
Instead, they only felt rejection, the way you might feel if you propose to some-
one and they give you back the engagement ring.

The wool-sweater gift was part of “bad gift syndrome.” My parents likely had 
to give the gift giver or givers a tablespoon of sugar and some medicine to cure 
them. “Don’t worry, it’s a lovely sweater,” father might have told them.

Christmas is fl u season and the truth is when it’s time for gift giving, a lot of 
easily diagnosed bugs start going around. So now that we’re adults, here’s some 
germs to avoid as we approach the big day of gift exchanging:

Wool-sweater syndrome
We all know how to shop for a kid, and that’s simply buying them a toy. The 

concept is kids may need clothes, but they want toys. Christmas gifts are for 
things people want more than things they need. I would love some dental work, 
but a wrapped certifi cate to the dentist isn’t going to cut it under the Christmas 
tree.

Vaccine/strategy: Buy a toy.

Gift envy syndrome, part 1
This sad illness affl icts those who fi nd themselves along with several others 

giving gifts to the same person at the same time. I have two brothers and a sister 
and we’re all dumping gifts on my two nieces and nephews. The sibling rivalry 
hits its pinnacle during Christmas, with the mission being who gives the best 
presents. If you buy a toy they like, you could bring it up for months. “Remember 
kid, I bought that one for you.”

Vaccine/strategy: Sometimes it’s tough to know how a kid will react to a toy. 
So the vaccine here is to go big. The bigger the gift, the better. Get them a min-
iature aircraft carrier. Even if they don’t like it, the huge box will awe them and 
your gift giving competitors long enough that you will win a rivalry battle, if not 
the long-term war.

Gift envy syndrome, party 2
Type 2 gift envy arises from receiving a gift from someone who you didn’t buy 

anything for. The alternate name of this syndrome is the “surprise: you’re cheap” 
syndrome.

Gift-giver: “Here, Mark, here’s that ‘The Love Boat’ Blu-Ray boxed set you 
always wanted!”

Me: “Wow! Thanks. (Dejectedly) I, um, didn’t get you anything.”
Gift-giver: “Hey, I like buying gifts. I don’t do it so I get anything in return!” 

(patronizing pat on the shoulder).
Vaccine/strategy: I’ve never been able to fi gure this one out. Maybe we should 

all carry an iTunes gift card in our pockets during the holiday season. This way, 
if someone pops a surprise gift on you, you’re ready to retaliate.

Girlfriend/wife syndrome
Buying a gift for a signifi cant other is a delicate and frightening process. Here’s 

what you want to do:
1. Buy something that is expensive enough to show you didn’t shop at the 

dollar store. But don’t just dump money out, because she will say gifts are about 
being thoughtful, not about who spends the most money.

2. Buy more than one thing to pretend that you spent more than your lunch 
break thinking about what to buy her. She will spend a lot of time thinking about 
your gifts, and you don’t want her to bring it up for months how much better her 
gifts were.

3. Buy something thoughtful, like something she has said she wants. If not, she 
can bring up in every argument for the next 12 months how you don’t really listen 
to her or know her at all.

Vaccines/strategy:
Let her win. And make sure whatever she gets you, you react better than you 

would to an itchy, wool sweater. If you take nothing else from this column, take this: 
No matter what she gets you, it is the greatest thing in the history of Christmas.

Mark Lungariello

LUNGARIELLO 
AT LARGE

District 16
Maggie Marrone

District 17
Roddy MacFarquhar
Liza Near

District 18
Barbara White
Carol Holley
Liz Hoskinson

District 19
Florence Kooluris
Kim Oliver

District 20
Bill Grealy
Cindi Callahan
Martin Palmeri

District 21
Sondra Luger
Tom Troja

District 22
Joe Villanueva
Robert Rabsey 
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Village resident’s new novel has a Tuckahoe sensibility
By CHARLIE JOHNSON
STAFF REPORTER
charlie@hometwn.com 

Chris Cameron, the fictional lead in 
Tuckahoe resident 
David Carraturo’s 
recent book, may 
not actually be the 
next vice presi-
dent of the United 
States, but the 
character does em-
body many attri-
butes of the author 
who created him 
– his Tea Party 
alignment, his 
Wall Street career, 
his love of poker 
and, perhaps most 
notably, his unfail-
ing allegiance to 
a small village in 
lower Westchester 
County with mar-
ble as its historic 
claim to fame.

On Monday, 
Carraturo spoke 
about his self-
published book 
“Cameron Nation: Going All-In to Save His 
Country” at the Tuckahoe Public Library, a polit-
ical novel set in a near future when Republicans 
capture the presidency and supermajorities in 
both houses of Congress. Cameron, a retired 
hedge fund manager from Tuckahoe, becomes 
a darling of the Tea Party movement and, even-
tually, vice president, after achieving fame on 

Either way, Cameron’s future presidency 
is already alluded to in “Cameron Nation,” 
which concludes with a 50-year fast-forward 
featuring his presidential library, set up right 
on Marbledale Road.

In addition to discussing the book’s back-
ground Monday night and reading a selection 
from the novel about Cameron’s Irish and 
Italian parentage, Carraturo also shared a num-
ber of his conservative ideals related to tax, 
energy, and foreign policy - political concepts 
which are alluded to in the book.

Joan Ronson, president of the Friends of the 
Tuckahoe Library, attended the talk and said 
that it represented what is right about the local 
library’s programming. 

“I think it’s a wonderful thing the Tuckahoe 
Library presents the programs because it pres-
ents diverse opinions,” she said. “I didn’t agree 
with everything that man said, but I think he 
had the right to say it.”

Tuckahoe Public Library Director Debra 
Coppola said that the library tries to get lo-
cal authors to the library as often as possible 
to help people realize that writers are in their 
midst.

“It shows people it can be done, right 
from the roots of your community,” she said. 
“It shows how authors really care about your 
community to give up their time.”

Coppola, 55, is retiring at the end of 
the month after 13 years in charge of the 
Tuckahoe Library. She said that she is proud 
of the visiting author programs the library 
has been able to offer over the years.

“I think the authors have been really 
wonderful,” she said. “Their writing is in-
teresting and challenging, and I would say 
high caliber.”

the World Series of Poker Tour.
“Cameron Nation” is one part conservative 

manifesto (with the requisite footnotes), one 
part autobiography (“He’s me on steroids,” said 

Carraturo) and one part, well, an actual novel.
On the political side, the book portrays 

Carraturo’s dream political scenario following 
the 2012 elections, when he hopes that Obama 
will be voted out of office and, with him, many 
of the policies he helped to craft.

Carraturo concedes that the book might 
not have the same selling power if his dream 

doesn’t come true. “This book could be very 
timely in 2012, or it can be used as toilet paper 
in 2013 depending on what happens,” he said.

But one thing that’s not likely to wane re-
gardless of the movement on the 
national political scene is the book’s 
depiction of how important Tuckahoe 
is to its author.

“I just feel it’s a part of me,” 
Carraturo said of the village. “I love 
that you’re one or two people removed 
from every person in this town.”

Though he was zoned for the 
Eastchester School District grow-
ing up, Carraturo chose to place 
Cameron’s school flashbacks in the 
Tuckahoe school system, because it’s 
“just a little more intimate.” Carraturo 
said he has moved three times in 
his life but never out of the 10707 
Tuckahoe zip code.

Cameron has already written a sec-
ond book called “Columbus Avenue 
Boys” – currently in the editing stages 
– which departs from the political 
realm and instead takes a look at his 
characters’ roots, telling parallel sto-
ries of Cameron and his friends’ lives 
in Tuckahoe in the mid-1990s and 
their grandparents’ transition from 
Italy to Tuckahoe around the turn of 

the 20th century.
Carraturo said that a third book is planned 

that would focus on the years of Cameron’s 
presidency, slated to begin in March 2015, 
when he is forced to take over for the sitting 
Republican president. But that book may or 
may not be written, he said, depending on the 
results of the 2012 election.

David Carraturo speaks about his self-published book “Cameron Nation: Going 
All-In to Save His Country” Monday at the Tuckahoe Public Library.  
Photo/Charlie Johnson
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HELP WANTED

AIRLINES ARE HIRING- Train for hands on 
Aviation Career. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified- Job Placement 
Assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance (866)296-7093

Driver- Build Your Own Hometime! Daily 
Pay! New Trucks! Local orientation. 31 
Service Centers. Van and Refrigerated. 
CDL-A, 3  months recent experience re-
quired. 800-414-9569 www.driveknight.
com

Top Pay On Excellent Runs! Regional Runs, 
Steady Miles, Frequent Hometime, New 
Equipment. Automatic Detention Pay! 
CDL-A, 6 mo. Experience required. EEOE/
AAP 866-322-4039 www.Drive4Marten.
com

RV & Motorized Delivery Drivers need-
ed NOW, see the country side! Deliver 
Motorhomes, boats, and other trailers to 
the 49 states and Canada. Details: www.
horizontransport.com.

ADOPTION

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?  
Forever Families Through Adoption is here 
to help.† We offer no-pressure counseling, 
financial assistance, and many different 
families/options. Call Joy: 1-866-922-3678. 
www.foreverfamiliesthroughadoption.
org

Adoption: We’re excited to share our 
life with a child. Bright future filled with 
love & opportunity awaits your newborn. 
Charlie & Nancy 11-866-953-6670 www.
bighopesforalittleone.com

ADOPT: We’d love to share our hearts and 
home with a baby. We promise love, secu-
rity, learning, and laughter. Confidential. 
Expenses paid. PLease call Barb/ Pete 1-
888-516-3402 www.barbandpeteadopt.
com

ADOPTION: A PROMISE TO YOU!  Devoted, 
loving couple pledges lifetime of love for 
your newborn. Call Patti/Danny toll-free 
for profile; 855-692-2291. Expenses Paid. 
Baby1adoption@gmail.com http://www.
adoptiononline.com/members/692.cfm

Adoption: We’re excited to share our 
life with a child. Bright future filled with 
love & opportunity awaits your newborn. 
Charlie & Nancy 11-866-953-6670 www.
bighopesforalittleone.com

Advertising that  
gets resultsThe Classifieds

DEADLINE 
Placement, correction or  

cancellation of an ad may be phoned in any time 
before noon on Monday for publication

HOW TO REACH US  
(914) 653-1000x25 • Fax: 653-5000  

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING:  
200 William Street, Port Chester

OUR RATES:  
UP TO 4 LINES $42.50  
for 2 weeks minimum.  

Each Additional Line $2.00

ADOPTION

ADOPT: Happily married couple with lov-
ing home for your newborn. Expenses 
paid.  Call Debra & George at(877)732-
0291 or debandgeorge@me.com

Pregnant? If you’re considering adoption 
we would love to bring your baby into 
our family. Please give us a look www.
jonanddale.com jonanddale@earthlink.
net 800-698-7164

ADOPT- A happy, professional, loving 
couple wishes to raise your baby with care, 
warmth,and love. Expenses paid. Please 
call Denise and Howard (877)676-1660

ADOPT- I always wanted to be a mom! 
Open arms and loving, secure home await 
your baby. Expenses paid. Call Dena toll-
free (646)430-1300. www.denabmom.com

A truly happy couple with so much love to 
share hopes to give your precious newborn 
a lifetime of happiness. Michael and Eileen 
1-877-955-8355 babyformichaelandeileen
@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

BANK FORECLOSURE! Brand New FLORIDA 
WATERFRONT CONDO Only $199,900. 
(Similar unit sold for $399,900) Upscale 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, 1,675sf condo. Luxury 
amenities, prime location on the water! 
Call now for special holiday incentives 1-
877- 888-7571, x  83

NYS & Adirondacks Rustic Cozy Cabin w/ 5 
Acres $19,995. Over 150 new properties & 
camps. Minutes to state game lands. New 
survey, clear title, fully guaranteed! For 
cozy cabin details call 800-229-7843. Or 
visit www.LandandCamps.com

FOR SALE

Six (6) Boxer Puppies (4 male, 2 female). 
Available after December 19th. Call Dianne: 
914-879-0673 for further details.

SAWMILLS from only $3997- MAKE 
MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. FREE Info & DVD:† 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

WANTED TO BUY

SELL YOUR CAR, TRUCK or SUV TODAY! All 
50 states, fast pick-up and payment. Any 
condition, make or model. Call now 1-877-
818-8848 www.MyCarforCash.net

CASH FOR CARS! We Buy ANY Car or Truck, 
Running or NOT! Damaged, Wrecked, 
Salvaged OK! Get a top dollar INSTANT 
offer today! 1-800-267-1591

BUYING COINS- Gold, Silver & ALL Coins, 
Stamps, Paper Money, Entire Collections 
worth $5,000 or more. Travel to your home. 
CASH paid. Call Marc 1-800-488-4175

DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE $1000 GROCERY 
COUPONS. NATIONAL ANIMAL WELFARE 
FOUNDATION SUPPORT NO KILL SHELTERS 
HELP HOMELESS PETS FREE TOWING, TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE, NON-RUNNERS ACCEPTED  
1-866- 912-GIVE

SITUATIONS/SERVICES

EXPERIENCED TRIAL ATTORNEY– Criminal, 
Civil and Family Law – FORMER CHIEF 
PROSECUTOR-20+ years experience 
– Excellent results on difficult cases-Free 
consultation-Offices in Westchester/
Bronx-Contact Michael 718-293-2222 or  
mbarskyla w@verizon.net

HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR SETTLED? 
Contact Woodford Brothers Inc, for 
straightening, leveling, foundation  and 
wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-BARN. 
www.woodfordbros.com. “Not applicable 
in Queens county”

QUALIFIED MATH TUTOR is available right 
here in town, offering 1-on-1 sessions for 
all grade levels, high school & college. I 
also teach basic guitar and piano lessons. 
Call Michael 646-284-6676

EARN COLLEGE ONLINE. *Medical, 
*Business, *Criminal Justice. Job placement 
assistance. Computer available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified Call 888-
201-8657 www.CenturaOnline.com

An experienced Interior/Exterior painter 
and Construction worker is available, 
with excellent references. Call Miguel: 
914-439-1623.

Willing to pray for people at no cost for 
encouragement. Suffering, sick and all 
other prayers accepted. Contact Reverend 
Richie, 914-574-7068.

Got A News Tip?
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL REPORTER

C h a r l i e  J o h n s o n

c h a r l i e @ h o m e t w n . c o m

Eastchester, Rhonda Miller said she hoped 
the district could consolidate the vote in the 
future. “It does seem like a lot of effort for 
one commissioner,” said Miller, 50, who 
voted for Napolitano. “Couldn’t they make 
this part of another vote?”

For the election this year, the Fire 
Board approved an extension of the vot-
ing hours, allowing the polls to open at 2 
p.m., two hours earlier than in the past. 
But Commissioner Ray Albanese, who 
was present at the Eastchester Fire District 
headquarters on Main Street as votes were 
being tabulated Tuesday night, attributed 
Tuesday’s turnout to “a very issue-rich 
campaign” between the contenders.

Despite the fact that there is always a very 
short window before a fire commissioner 
election with the ballots only set in late 
November, this year’s campaign was par-
ticularly vigorous. The League of Women 
Voters held the first fire commissioner de-
bate in a few years, and both Fennelly and 
Napolitano campaigned actively.

Fennelly, 62, held a fundraiser last week 
at The Quarry in Tuckahoe to rally sup-
port. Napolitano put out dozens of yard 
signs, distributed palm cards, had a “Meet 
and Greet” in the Green Knolls/Greenvale 
Community Association, personally made 
around 300 phone calls, and set up a web-
site about his candidacy. “The most used 
tab I had was voter locations,” he said. Both 
candidates also put print advertisements in 
The Town Report.

Recent Fire Board meetings have been 
marked by tensions between Commissioner 
Dennis Winter – who has frequently raised 
issues about the district’s accounting and 
communication practices – and other mem-
bers of the board, including Fennelly.

Winter strongly supported Napolitano 
in Tuesday’s race, including by running 
an advertisement on his behalf. “The pub-
lic made a clear message that they want a 
calm, collegial board because that’s what 
Jerry represents,” said Winter.

Albanese, who has voted at times with 
both Winter and the other board members, 
welcomed Napolitano to the board when 
the election results became final. “Jerry’s a 
good guy,” he said. “I have no qualms that 
he’ll do a wonderful job.”

“I certainly do congratulate Jerry 
Napolitano and wish him the best of luck,” 
Fennelly told The Town Report Wednesday 
morning.

However, he maintained that the race 
was less of a referendum on the individuals 
running than a testament to Winter’s desire 
to unseat him.

“We can’t kid ourselves that this race, 
in certain aspects, had nothing to do 
with the candidates Keith Fennelly, Jerry 
Napolitano, and David Levy,” he said. “It 
had to do with the vow that Dennis Winter 
made to remove me from the board four 
years ago.”

Reached Tuesday evening, third-place 
finisher Levy, 52, said he had given the race 
his best shot and questioned the motives of 
the heavy spending of his opponents in the 
race. Overall, though, he said he had run to 
see better use of the district’s fund balance 
and because he wanted the commissioners 
to “not play games amongst each other.”

The Eastchester Fire District is indepen-
dent from any municipality, but governs 
fire operations throughout Eastchester, 
Tuckahoe and Bronxville. Each year, one 
commissioner is elected to a five-year term 
on the five-member board. Commissioners 
serve without pay.

You heard it here first! We reported 
the election results just after they came 
in Tuesday night on The Town Report’s 
Twitter feed (@townreport) and Facebook 
page, as well as on our Home Town 
Happenings blog.

NAPOLITANO, continued from page 1
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 The Center at Lake Isle  
senior programs and services 

Monday, Dec. 19
9:30 a.m.  Line dancing with Theresa Kover
12:15 p.m.  Exercise with Linda Zeiss
1:15 p.m.  Bob Moynihan with ‘Musical Memories’

Tuesday, Dec. 20
8:30 a.m.  Exercise with Grace Kulinski
9:30 a.m.  Exercise with Patricia Marinello
12:15 p.m.  Bingo (bring a friend)
12:30 p.m.  Bridge and cards
12:30 p.m.  Guest speakers and special interest programs

Wednesday, Dec. 21
Happy Hanukkah!
9:30 a.m.  Tap dancing with Paula Tarantino 
9:30 a.m.  Drawing with Stephanie Rocker
12:30 p.m.  Mahjong with Miriam Roschell
12:30 p.m.  Exercise, Evey Riccobono 
12:30 p.m.  Art class with Betty Uses
12:30 p.m.  Music/drama with Walter Lindstrom
1:15 p.m.  Bob Moynihan with ‘Musical Memories’

Thursday, Dec. 22
9:15 a.m.  Country Western dancing with Theresa Kover 
10 a.m.  Yiddish class
10:45 a.m.  ‘Hot topics’ with MaryAnn Frusciante
12:30 p.m.  Mahjong
12:30 p.m.  Pokeno and cards

Friday, Dec. 23
Merry Christmas!
8:30 a.m.  Exercise video
9:30 a.m.  Lite exercise with Mary Anne Scrobe
11 a.m.  Gilda Press, information and conversation
12:30 p.m.  Bridge and cards
12:30 p.m.  Bob Moynihan with ‘Musical Memories’

The Center at Lake Isle is located at 660 White Plains 
Road in Eastchester. Transportation is available. For more 

information, call (914) 337-0390. (Submitted) 

newly-elected board members were set to 
take office the following month. When it be-
came apparent that the board was not going 
to consider the agreement, the CSEA filed a 
grievance against the district – and declared 
an impasse – for its failure to act on a pro-
posal that its leaders felt had already gone 
through the district’s gauntlet.

But Board of Education Trustee Michelle 
Liscio, who took office in July, said that the 
terms of the old proposal weren’t satisfac-
tory to the board. “We didn’t feel it was 
something we could move forward on,” said 
Liscio, noting the gloomy budgetary projec-
tions for the district in 2012-2013.

Trustee Michael Collins, who came on the 
board in October following the resignation 
of Trustee James Oliverio in late August, 
said that the sitting board simply thought the 
proposal was “too generous.” 

Jennifer Capocci, president of Tuckahoe’s 
CSEA unit, said that that the union was “very 

disappointed” to see the agreement voted 
down. Since the agreement was the product 
of CSEA negotiations with both Yazurlo 
and Jay Girvin, the district’s labor attorney, 
she said the union felt shortchanged by the 
board’s decision not to accept the product of 
those meetings.

“We negotiated in good faith,” Capocci 
said. “They [the board] didn’t acknowledge 
it, really. They just didn’t act on it.”

The most recent CSEA contract went 
into effect July 1, 2007 and ran through 
June 30 of this year. During the four years 
the contract was in place, it supplied raises 
ranging between 3.25 and 4 percent annu-
ally.

CSEA Vice President Karen Barros said 
that the raises the union would have received 
in the proposed agreement were “nothing 
like that at all.” The terms of the new con-
tract proposal were not readily available by 
press time and officials declined to specify 
what the annual salary increases in the con-
tract would have been.

“We were very surprised that it wasn’t 
ratified because we truly felt that we gave 
back a lot,” said Barros. “We thought it was 
fair.” She said that the union had made “ma-
jor concessions” on both raises and health 
insurance contributions to reach the agree-
ment that received Yazurlo’s vote of confi-
dence.

Current CSEA employees contribute 5 
percent to the cost of their health insurance, 
and eligible retirees receive 100 percent of 
their individual coverage and 75 percent of 
coverage for their dependants from the dis-
trict.

However, Tuckahoe School Board 
President Julio Urbina said that the board 
was less than awe-inspired by what the 
CSEA had agreed to. “While they may con-
sider them major concessions in those areas, 
we did not consider them major at all,” he 
said.

Urbina said he could not address each 
specific item in the earlier proposal agreed 
to by the CSEA and Yazurlo but that the 

overall agreement was unreasonable based 
on the district’s current economic con-
straints.

No Board of Education member was 
present during the previous round of CSEA 
talks. Urbina said that, going forward, 
Board Vice President Anthony Buonocore 
and Trustee Liscio will be at the negotiating 
table with the CSEA. Urbina and Trustee 
Collins will be present for the ongoing talks 
with the Tuckahoe Teachers Association, 
whose contract also expired June 30.

Urbina said that he is unsure where the ne-
gotiations will go from here or how exactly 
Monday’s vote impacted the CSEA’s griev-
ance. He said that the board plans to consult 
its attorneys to find out what the next step 
is.

But Urbina said he wouldn’t character-
ize the discussion up to this point between 
the district and the union as a waste. “It 
just means the board will have to work 
more closely and harder to come to an 
agreement,” he said.

CSEA, continued from page 1

were so hot that the siding on the neighbor’s 
house began to melt,” said Tuckahoe Police 
Lt. Ray Stabile. “It was certainly a danger-
ous fire.”

Steve Ecklond, Tuckahoe’s mayor, lives 
two doors down from Verner on the same side 
of the street. He heard the noise at the early-
morning fire scene and came outside just as 
the ambulance pulled up to the property.

He said the Fire Department was aggres-
sively fighting to get the fire under control 
for at least an hour, and that the last truck left 
around 8:30 a.m.

Ecklond said 
that Verner and his 
family had lived in 
the house, a small, 
cabin-like struc-
ture, for at least 
the past 50 years. 
Some of Verner’s 
children came over 
to the home in the 
afternoon after 
visiting their father 
in the hospital. By 
late in the day, an 
insurance represen-
tative had boarded 
up the house with 
plywood.

Ecklond said 
that there ap-
peared to be little of the home that would 
be salvageable after the fire. “Everything 

FIRE, continued from page 1 was cooked,” he said. “The house suffered 
very heavy losses. It doesn’t seem to me the 
house can be rebuilt from its current state.”

But Ecklond said that the department had 
done a good job containing the fire, given 
the setting in which it broke out. The exterior 
and interior of the home were both wooden, 
and the house overlooks the Marbledale 
Road marble quarry, which is right next to a 
large wooded area.

Stabile commended the two officers who 
rescued Verner and said that, although the 
house sustained significant damage from the 
smoke and flames, the outcome of the blaze 

was relatively for-
tunate.

“It could have 
been a lot worse, 
and we’re happy 
we were able to get 
Mr. Verner down,” 
said Stabile.

Inves t iga to r s 
from the West-
chester County 
Cause and Origin 
Team went to the 
home on the morn-
ing of the fire. 
Eastchester Fire 
Chief Michael 
Grogan said that 
the fire had been 
declared acciden-
tal and the result 

of a malfunction of electrical equipment, 
likely a fluorescent light fixture.

Firefighters were able to control the fire, which was declared accidental.  
Photos courtesy/Steve Ecklond

On Friday morning, a fire ravaged a Tuckahoe home, 
injuring its resident.
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KEY MEN ON THE ICE

Mike Smith’s Hometown Sports Throwdown

Chris Ramondelli, New Rochelle Hockey
Ramondelli came on strong last season to give the Huguenots a viable second scoring op-

tion, and he’s continued his strong play so far this year, scoring at least two goals in all but 
one of the Huguenots games. Thus far, he’s got 14 points and eight assists on the year, which 
puts him third in the section among goal-scorers and points-leaders. Making him even more 
dangerous is the fact that he’s not the only New Ro player lighting up the buzzer. Teammate 
Brett Barry is second in the section with 11 assists.

Aidan Talgo, Rye Garnets
One of the top net minders in the section, Talgo has been solid in the early goings of the 

2011-2012 season. The last line of defense for the undefeated Garnets, Talgo has played 180 
minutes thus far. In that time, he’s seen 106 shots and saved all but three of them, giving him 
an impressive 97 save percentage. Thus far, he’s allowed just .75 goals per game.

Ian Palfrey, ETB Eagles
Palfrey has been one of the section’s overall top offensive threats so far, notching eight 

goals in the Eastchester-Tuckahoe-Bronxville squad’s fi rst four games. So far, the Eagles are 
4-0. Palfrey’s offense, which includes a handful of assists, is a big part of that success. The 
team will be tested this week when they take on tough teams in Pelham and Scarsdale (both 
games occur after press time). If Palfrey can keep up his pace, ETB could be a contender.

Brian and Jamie Ketchebaw, Rye Town-Harrison Titans
In a rare occurrence, the two players tabbed with keeping Rye Town-Harrison going hap-

pen to share ice-time – they’re also brothers. The Ketchebaws have picked up their games 
– especially over the last few contests – to keep the Titans around .500 on the year. Jamie has 
logged a bit more time than his brother this year, but the two have put out similar numbers. 
Brian has made 40 saves on 45 chances while Jamie is 63-for-72. Together, they average just 
under fi ve goals per game.

Greg Feliu, New Rochelle Huguenots
Feliu, the Huguenots’ main goalie, has logged over 311 minutes on the ice thus far, and 

has been consistent, surrendering 150 goals on 185 shots. A couple of tough performances 
against Brewster and Pelham have made his GAA rise a bit, but he still sits under fi ve goals 
per game on the year. Next Tuesday, he and the Huguenots will face a very tough test in the 
Mamaroneck Tigers.

Freshman Brian Ketchebaw is splitting time with his brother Jamie for Rye Town-Harrison. 
Photo/Mike Smith

JCC announces Maccabi 
Games tryouts

This summer, the Jewish Community Center (JCC) Maccabi Games will take place in 
Houston, Texas, Memphis, Tenn., and Rockland County. The JCC of Mid-Westchester will 
send a delegation of athletes to each set of games. A general information meeting will take 
place at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 5 at the JCC, located at 999 Wilmot Road in Scarsdale, 
and tryouts will begin on Jan. 9.

The tryout schedule for team sports is as follows. All tryouts take place at the JCC of 
Mid-Westchester, 8 p.m. – 9:15 p.m.

SPORT AGE & GENDER DATE

Basketball Boys, 13-14 1/9 & 1/11
Basketball Boys, 15-16 2/17 & 2/29
Basketball Girls, 13-14 2/13
Basketball Girls, 15-16 2/13
Volleyball Girls, 13-16 2/6
Soccer Boys, 13-14 1/18 & 1/23
Soccer Boys, 15-16 1/18 & 1/23
Soccer Girls, 13-16 2/1
Baseball Boys, 13-14 1/25 & 1/30
Baseball Boys, 15-16 1/25 & 1/30

Athletes interested in boys hockey, boys lacrosse, girls lacrosse, and girls softball should attend 
an information/sign up meeting on Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. at the JCC. Athletes and artists interested in 
tennis, swimming, track, golf, table tennis, bowling, dance, and ArtsFest should attend an infor-
mation/sign up meeting on Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. at the JCC.

The JCC Maccabi Games have been offering a life and personality-shaping experience to 
Jewish teenagers since 1982. At this Olympic-style sporting event for Jewish teens 13-16 years 
old, each athlete has the chance to participate in one of several team or individual sports in events 
spanning the week-long experience, creating memories that will last a lifetime. The games are 
the largest Jewish teen event in the world – each summer, over 6,000 Jewish teens participate and 
over 100,000 teens have benefi ted from the JCC Maccabi Games since they were introduced.

 The JCC Maccabi Games, however, serve a larger purpose than athletic competition. The 
games also promote community involvement, teamwork, and pride in being Jewish. Off the fi eld, 
the teens participate in the opening ceremonies and evening social activities –including amuse-
ment parks, zoos, host family night, parties and dances – all designed to encourage interaction 
among the athletes and artists who come from around the United States and the world. A unique 
“Day of Caring and Sharing,” independent from their competition, gives teens the chance to do a 
hands-on project that may serve those in need in the host community and/or teach the participants 
something about Jewish and/or Israeli culture.

For more information about the JCC Maccabi Games and ArtsFest, please contact Steven 
Weisbrot, Delegation Head, (914) 472-3300 x362, email weisbrots@jccmw.org, or visit 
www.jccmw.org. (Submitted)

Eagles have tough time in tourney
After winning their own tournament two weeks ago, the Eagles were not quite as success-

ful this past weekend, playing in the fi rst-ever Hank Roth Classic, hosted by Ardsley. On 
Friday, against the host Panthers, Eastchester was done in by the duo of Toni Pill and Casey 
Foley, losing 58-46. Pilla dropped 27 points on the day while Foley added 21 points of her 
own as well as 11 rebounds.

The following day, taking on Ursuline’s B team in the consolation bracket, Eastchester 
fell again, 42-36. Lindsay Bettke led the Koalas with 13 points. Despite the losses however, 
the Eagles did have a bright spot in the play of Gabby Pinto, who notched 20 points in the 
opener and 19 on Saturday against Ursuline.

-Reporting by MIKE SMITH

Though they won their own holiday tournament, the Eastchester girls took their lumps in an 
Ardsley-hosted affair this past weekend. Photo/Mike Smith
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Young Eagles take to the mat in 
Mamaroneck wrestling tournament

By MIKE SMITH
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
sports@hometwn.com

A few bad breaks may have 
limited Eastchester’s success at 
Mamaroneck’s Tiger Tournament 
this past weekend, but with a 
young team at the ready, Eagles 
coach Dave Massi believes the 
best is yet to come for his squad. 
For the Eagles, showings like the 
one they had on Saturday will only 
serve to bolster the confidence and 
wrestling acumen of the relatively 
inexperienced bunch.

With a good portion of the 
team sidelined by bronchitis on 
Saturday, Eastchester took just 
eight wrestlers to the annual tour-
nament. While they didn’t fare well 
overall in a tournament that would 
eventually be won by Clarkstown 
North, Massi is still confident that 
even with his relatively inexperi-
enced squad, the Eagles will meet 
with success this season.

Sophomore Rob Lalli, wrestling 
at 132 pounds, did the best of all 
Eagles on Saturday, surging into 
the semifinals before being deci-
sioned 3-1 by Connor Mullins of 
Iona Prep. Despite his underclass-
man status, Lalli was named a 
captain this season for his level of 
dedication to the program and his 
past successes. With a young squad, Eastchester is looking to develop individual skills this year.

The hosting Mamaroneck Tigers took fourth in a tournament on Saturday. Photos/Mike Smith 

“He’s become more aggressive and 
much stronger,” said Massi of his 
charge. “He’s dedicated himself to 
running and he’s getting better on go-
ing with the correct moves.”

Along with Lalli, the Eagles have 
another good, young wrestler in 
Nunzio Crowley. Crowley, an eighth 
grader wrestling at 120 pounds, 
doesn’t have a stellar record at the 
moment, but Massi is quick to point 
out the toughness he sees in the mid-
dle-schooler.

“He’s committed to not being 
pinned,” the head coach said. “He’s 
wrestled about every good wrestler 
you can imagine, and he fights for that 
last second. There’s nobody stronger 
in those situations. I’d say that within 

a few years, he’s going to become one of the 
top three guys in the section.”

Beyond that, however, the Eagles lack 
experience. The team is carrying two other 
eighth graders who are new to the sport, as 
well as three first-time freshmen. At super 
heavyweight, the Eagles feature junior AJ 
Cesarini, who is also competing for his first 
time.

“I think we’re going to win some matches, 
but we have our eyes on next year,” said the 
head coach. We’ve got a few holes, but we’re 
looking to make sure our individuals develop 
their skills this year and look ahead.”

Eastchester will be back in action on 
Friday when they take on Harrison, White 
Plains, and Pleasantville in a quad meet on 
the Huskies’ turf. Their next tournament will 
be on Jan. 9 at Scarsdale High School.

On Saturday, Eastchester competed at the annual Mamaroneck Tiger Tournament.




