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Dylan Ecklond (May 2016): For my Eagle Project I purchased materials for a new brick walkway and a 
new bench which we installed in front of the Tuckahoe Fisher Avenue Park to benefit the Waverly and 
Anne Hutchinson students that wait for their busses in the morning.  In addition to the walkway and the 
bench I also wanted to beautify the area by adding new low maintenance plants to the area. 
 
The idea for this project came to me from the fact that I was a student at Waverly and Anne Hutchinson 
Schools and I had to wait at this bus stop every morning.  This bus stop is very hectic in the morning 
because of the people running in a hurry to the nearby train station.  I wanted to make sure the children 
could feel safe in the morning while waiting for the bus.  The bench gives the children a place to set their 
backpacks and a place for parents to sit when waiting for the children to arrive home in the afternoon. 
 
When I started this project I first made a presentation before the Tuckahoe Village Board to get approval to 
make these improvements to Village property.  I also made presentations to the American Legion and 
VFW Posts and Lucente Landscaping seeking donations and contributions towards my project.   
 
I then sought help from the Tuckahoe DPW so that I could educate myself on the logistical aspects of my 
project.  With the help of Artie Macchia the Mason I learned how to properly measure an area for 
construction with graph paper.  I also learned the hazards and safety procedures involved with my project 
and how to build a brick paver pathway.  I met with Artie every day for a week and a half to go over all the 
details to learn everything I could about masonry work and brick paver path installations.  Artie also gave 
me books to read to help me understand this better. 
 
With over 50 volunteers we stayed on task and we finished the project in two days.  The leadership skills I 
learned in making my public presentations, ordering materials and directing the large group of volunteers 
were great lessons for me.  I am very thankful to all the members of my Troop, Mr. Frank DiMarco and 
Artie Macchia from Tuckahoe DPW and Dennis Lucente for helping me in achieving my project goal and 
making this corner in Tuckahoe a safe place for the citizens. 
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